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The Research Mine Asse II is located in the Asse ridge of hills
close to the village Remlingen in the district Wolfenbüttel.
Nuclear waste was deposited here in the 60s and 70s – for
research purposes.
These experiments have been terminated, but the waste
remains in the pit. Brine influx into the allegedly stable and
dry repository was known even when the deposition began.
For 20 years there has been an influx of 12 m³ per day. Now the
mine is supposed to be flooded together with all the deposited
nuclear waste. This is unacceptable! We demand the
retraction of the nuclear waste, unless a comparison of
various options points out a better solution for the further
handling of the waste.

Time Line
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(1) The barrels with intermediate level waste were pushed from the level at
490 m into cavern 8a on the level at 511 m.

(2) The barrels with low level waste were first stacked, but later on most were
dumped into the exploitation chambers and covered with salt grit.

(3) Location of the brine influx through which 12 m³ of liquid enter the mine
per day.

(4) Brine swamp on the 975 m level. 74 m³ of highly polluted Cs-137 brine
were brought here from cavern 12 on the 750 m level.
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1293 barrels
level at 511 m
1 cavern
5E+15 Bq when deposited
1.1E+15 Bq (on January, 1
2005)
150 kg uranium
3 kg thorium
0,6 kg plutonium

124 494 barrels
levels at 725 m and 750 m
12 caverns
2.8E+15 Bq when deposited
1.8E+15 Bq (on January, 1
2005)
102 t uranium
87 t thorium
11 kg plutonium

Radioactive Inventory
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1964/65 The extraction of rock salt ends and the salt mine is bought by the Helmholtz Zentrum München (HMGU)
for research on nuclear repositories.

since 1967 Trial deposition of 125 000 barrels containing low level radioactive waste and later of 1300 barrels of
intermediate level radioactive waste.

1978 End of depositions in Asse II with the running out of approvals.

1979 Dipl.-Ing. Hans-Helge Jürgens warns that structural stability is not given and water could enter the mine.

1988 Influx of 12 000 liters of brine per day starts from the adjoining rock on the southern flank. The exact origin
is unknown and the influx cannot be stopped.

1992 Approval that the mine can be backfilled with salt residues.

1995 The experiments with radioactive materials end and the backfilling with salt begins.

2002 Besides radionuclides and large amounts of toxic chemical substances, the inventory from the HMGU also
contains 102 tons of uranium, 87 tons of thorium, 11.6 kg plutonium and radium with a total activity of
3.1E+15 Bq.

since 2002 Concepts to flood the mine with a watery solution of magnesium-chloride (MgCl2) are developed.

since 2005 Backfilling of the exploration at greater depths below 775 m with Salt and a MgCl2-solution.

January 07 The HMGU submits a final operation plan for the “wet closure” to the state's mining office (LBEG).

April 07 The mining office asks the HMGU to rework the final operation plan.

April 23, 07 A lawsuit is filed demanding the use of nuclear legislation concerning ASSE II.

Sep 4, 08 The federal ministry for research and the federal ministry for the environment announce a change of the
operator of ASSE II. The Federal Office for Radiation Protection (BfS) will take over the repository on
January 1, 2009, and from then on the facility will be treated according to nuclear legislation (while so far
only mining legislation was applied).



Further Information
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... Support
Besides your active contribution, you can support our cri-
ticism concerning the final repository for nuclear waste
through a donation to one of the following organizations:
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