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Located at the village Morsleben close to the
former inner-German border not far from
Helmstedt is the central repository for
radioactive waste of the former German
Democratic Republic (GDR). This nuclear facility
was taken over by the federal government in
1990. Most of the radioactive inventory now
originates from nuclear power plants in the
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). The ERAM
is a former mine for potash and rock salt. In
1969, it was chosen as nuclear repository for
the GDR.

Time Line
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1969 The State Office for Radiation Protection choses Morsleben as location for the GDR's central repository
for all kinds of nuclear waste.

1971/72 First deposition of 500 m³ of atomic waste prior to the conversion to a repository for nuclear waste.

1972/73 Approval of the location; further depositions prior to the inauguration throughout the 1970s.

1978/79 Approval of the inauguration.

1981 Approval of permanent operation limited to five years.

1986 Unlimited approval of permanent operation issued by the administration of the GDR.

since 1991 Under the responsibility of the federal government, the rate of reposition in Morsleben is increased
compared to GDR times. A proof of longterm safety was not obtained.

since 1995 In course of a broad investigation, data for a comprehensive hydro geologic expertise is collected. The
results, however, are not published.

1998 A law suit by environmental activists stops the repositions. Subsequently, the federal government
forgoes the parts of the operational approval related to the depositions.

2001 A boulder of several thousands tons of rock salt detaches and falls from the ceiling. In 2003, the mining
office orders the start of preliminary rock filling measures in the central part of the ERAM due to acute
danger of collapse.

2009 A cave-in of some 20,000 tons of salt rock is imminent in the central part. Once again an emergency
backfilling starts.

2009 The public review process of the plans for the closure and the objection phase start.

2011 In public hearings the objections of about 13,000 people begins.

A total of of low- and intermediate-
level radioactive waste with a total activity of
are stored in the ERAM. Of these, 14 432 cubic meters we-
re deposited between 1971 and 1991. Around 22 320 cubic
meters were deposited between 1994 and 1998.

Liquid radioactive waste was onto a layer of ligni-
te ashes assuming that the mixture would solidify. This hope
was not fulfilled and large amounts of radioactive liquid ha-
ve dripped even to the lowest levels of the mine.Another pro-
cedure was employed later that was then also stopped,
shortly after the takeover by the federal government.

Some of the solid radioactive waste was loosely or
in barrels into reposition cavities; alternatively, the barrels
were . Through the dumping, many barrels were da-
maged. Some radiation sources were sunk into .

36 753 cubic meters
3.8E+14 Bq.
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Further Information

Safety Issues
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danger of collapse

Water influx

geological disadvantages

high complexity of the repository

acute danger

Demands
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im-
mediate shut-down of all nuclear facilities

Recovery
retrievable closure

Expertises other documents

Real participation

No false compromises

Web-sites...
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Independent Organizations...
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